The theory brought forward in this paper, even should it not prove to be the correct one, will, it is to be hoped, tend to throwsome light on the nature of those diseases which year after year cause so many deaths throughout the world. In order that the theory may be plainly understood, it will be advisable to state briefly its chief points, and afterwards to enter more fully into the details.
1. The collapse stage is the same in cholera, ague, injuries to the abdominal viscera, and in cases of irritant poisoning ; differing only in degree according to the amount and nature of the poison, and the locality on which it acts. It is generally followed by a hot or reactive stage in proportion to the severity and duration of the collapse.
2. It is due to a reflex spasmodic state of the capillaries, which extends as the case becomes severe to the smaller, and finally to the larger arteries, and non-striated muscular fibre. It arises from irritation to the great sympathetic centre, or its distribution to the chylopoietic viscera, and manifests itself by reflex action in the systemic arteries.
THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE. [Apkil 1, 1876. Thu3 a mechanical purging goes on in addition to that set up by direct irritation in the first instance. The collapse differs in degree according to the amount of irritation set up by the poison, and the parts of the intestinal tract that are mostly acted on; if low down the purging will be most severe, and if high up, the vomiting. The symptoms also vary according to the extent of the surface affected. In ague, the poison being less irritating, as a rule brings on a short and not severe collapse; but that of cholera, being very irritant, sets up a local inflammation of the mucous membrane of intestines and stomach. The symptoms may be caused by the irritation alone, quite independently of any poison circulating in the blood, which I think is proved by the fact, that injections of warm milk and even tepid water remove for a time the severity of the symptoms ; but of course as the irritation still remains afcer a short time, the spasm of the arteries returns, and it is expelled as before. The blood from the loss of its fluid becomes viscid, and almost ceases to flow although the heart uses greater power to force it through the arteries whose calibre is almost obliterated. The vessels of the lungs, kidneys, and liver, having for their office other than the supply of nourishment, are not at first affected. After a time, however, they too share in the spasmodic contraction, and the blood ceases to flow in them causing the suppression of urine and adding to the cyanosis which is already present from the veins being full, and the arteries almost empty.
When the collapse comes on severely and suddenly, the spasm affects the large arteries very quickly, and it is thus that an absence of brachial pulse, soon after the collapse sets in, is an unfavourable sign. The tongue becomes very cold, partly from the absence of blood supply, and partly from the radiation which heats the cold air passing to the lungs. The 
